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Nonmedical use of prescription pain relievers is defined as the use of medications without having a valid pre-

scription or use for the purpose of getting ‘high’ or feeling euphoria.  Pain relievers are one type of prescrip-

tion drugs that can become addictive and are more likely to be misused than tranquilizers, stimulants, and 

sedatives (SAMHSA, 2013).  An estimated 235,000 Missourians misuse prescription pain relievers in the past 

year.  This represents about 4 percent of the population age 12 or older.  Data indicates that misuse of pain 

relievers has decline in Missouri since 2010 but remains elevated.  Misuse of pain relievers is greatest among 

those young adults age 18 to 25.  In Missouri, this represents about 72,000 or 9.3 percent of young adults.  In 

comparison, about 8.3 percent of U.S. young adults age 18 to 25 report having misused pain medication in 

the past year.   
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